
 

 
Dear friends, 
 
 
Christmas 2018 was one like no other for me and my family but for all the wrong reasons. Just 
one week before, while attending a Christmas work function, I found myself at the bottom of a 
pool, unable to move.  I had a fractured C6 vertebrae, leaving me a quadriplegic, with limited use 
of my arms, and no feeling from the chest down. It’s been seven months since the accident, and it 
is easily the hardest challenge I have ever had to face in my life but something that will not break 
me or define me. I’m looking to my future positively and working hard to regain some mobility and 
independence. However, I’ve come to realise that the National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS) 
doesn’t cover all ongoing treatment expenses and that’s why I’m writing to you. 
 
 
The Charlie Lilley Spinal Care Fund is a Registered Charity that has been established to initially 
help cover my transition to home, care and treatment costs. Looking beyond my own 
circumstances though, I’d love for other young quadriplegia patients to benefit from the Fund and 
to raise community awareness of quadriplegia and to promote and improve the wellbeing and 
care of spinal patients throughout Australia. That’s why we’re hosting the inaugural Charlie Lilley 
Spinal Care 2019 Fundraising Lunch. These funds will enable me and other Fund recipients to 
access treatments like: physiotherapy, massage therapy, psychologists, exercise physiologists, 
counselling, rehabilitation, nutritionists, acupuncture, occupational therapy and pain management. 
The money will also help meet NDIS shortfalls in ongoing treatment expenses. 
 
 
I would be very grateful if you would consider getting on board and supporting this event in a 
number of ways including: sponsorship, donation or purchasing tickets and attending the lunch. I 
have enclosed a prospectus for your consideration. There you can find out more about my story, 
the lunch we are planning and the sponsorship packages. If you have any questions or would like 
to chat through how you/your company could support me in my quest, please don’t hesitate to 
contact us at info@charlielilleyspinalcarefund.org.au. 
 
 
I sincerely hope you will be able to contribute to this initiative in some way. I’m also hoping that 
my recovery will be sufficient to allow me to attend the lunch on 19 October and enjoy the 
delicious food and entertainment on offer. Hope to see you there. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Charlie Lilley  
 

 


